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the Red terrorists 


Publicity as a weapon 
against terrorism. 

T he unfolding cloak-and-dag- 
ger epic of the plot to kill 
the pope is terrifying, anger- 
provoking, almost incredible, but 
most of all it is a reminder that our 
defense against the Soviet military 
-threat is multifaceted and not based 
on military -strength alone. 

Italian Defense Minister Lelio 
Lagorio has charged that Bulgari- 
an intelligence is implicated in the 
attack on Pope John Paul II last 
May. It was “an act of wax in $ 
time of peace,” Lagorio said. Most 
observers believe that Bulgarian in- ’ 
telligence could not have acted 
without the knowledge and consent 
of the Sonet KGB. 

When Roosevelt and Churchill at 
a World War II summit meeting 
spoke about enlisting the support of 
the pope, Joseph Stalin is supposed 
to have scoffed. 

“How many divisions has the 
pope?” he asked. 

That question was answered this 
past year The pope has enough di- 
visions to deter the Russians from 
. sending their divisions into Poland 
to put down a restive nation as they 

did in Hungary, Czechoslovakia and 

Afghanistan. 

*• The solution that an impatient 
— covert action force would certain- 
ly at least consider would be to 
remove the pontiff by assassination. 
The trouble with assassination is 
that if you knock off their guy 
they ‘11 knock off your guy. Lyndon 
Johnson, for instance, believed that 


John F. Kennedy’s death was plot- 
ted by Cuban agents in response to 
CIA efforts to kill Castro. 

But a pope commands no death 
squads just as he commands no 
parser divisions. There seemed lit- 
tle danger in trying to kill John 
Paul II, providing it was done. by a 
terrorist well removed from the 
source of the plot. 

There was and is'a danger as 
the Bulgarian and Soviet secret 
services are now discovering, and 
as our own CIA previously discov- 
ered. Exposure is worse than re- 
taliation. 

Exposure of the QLA plots against 
Castro brought that agency under 
unwelcome scrutiny and new re- 
straints from the public and Con- 
gress. Exposure of the evidence of 
Bulgarian and pres urn edSoviet in- 
volvement in the papal assassina- 
tion attempt will seriously threaten 
Soviet prestige and hegemony in 
the Roman Catholic areas of East- * 
ern Europe, particularly in Poland. 

The danger is now apparent to 
the Soviet Bloc itself. The Bulgar- 
ians are conducting a desperate 
“Who, me?” propaganda campaign. 
The Soviets are trying to ridicule 
the Italian charges, laughing nerv- 
ously and saying in effect, “It's ri- 
diculous — don't you think it's ri- 
diculous?” 

The episode shows that the prop- 
er response to terrorism is not the 
James Bond “you get our guy, well 
get yours," but rather the detection 
and prosecution of individual ter- . 
rorists and the public identification 
of their masters when such links are 
discovered and authenticated. 
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